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The school achievement of a student is depending on more factors than just the students’ ability to process and use the knowledge and skills offered in class and the quality of education. It could be said that, students’ motivation to perform well in school, is just as important as their ability to do so (Elliott et al.,1999). Although, of course, this motivation can and should be stimulated within the classroom, by the teachers and the choice of appropriate materials, there are numerous factors outside the classroom that influence students’ motivation and attitude towards their schoolwork as well. Examples of such factors could be the media, or, maybe more characteristically, the people in the students’ direct environment, such as parents (Maqsud & Coleman 1993) or friends (Antonio&Lising 2004) . This study will focus on the influence of the latter group.
 	At a certain secondary school in South Africa, a teacher remarked that the students who live in hostel generally work harder and receive higher marks in school than the students who only come to day school. In this school, 500 pupils go home after class every day, while the remaining 300 live at the school premises. While it could be suggested that these children merely work harder because of the constant supervision in hostel, they seemed to be more motivated than many day school students as well. The constant supervision can hardly be said to explain this more positive attitude towards school work too.
From the fact that the hostel students only see their parents in the summer holidays and do not only see each other in class but live together as 

well, it can be assumed that they are subject to a higher degree of peer influence than their day school classmates. While the life of the hostel students does entirely takes place at school, the day school students have a life and connections outside school as well. For the hostel students school life and their closest friendship ties, that may more or less replace the family ties, are directly connected. Despite this probably heightened influence of peers and the practical absence of parental influence, the hostel students seem to be more eager and more motivated in their school work. 
Considering that the class situation of the hostel students is exactly the same as that of the day school students, the explanation for this should be sought outside the classroom. It would not be surprising if the fact that their social life is so directly connected with their academic life, has implications for their attitude towards school and their achievements. It could be argued that the constant presence of motivated fellow students, who are at the same time their reference group, actually is an important explanation of the hostel students’ success.

This study will investigate the relation between friendship, influence and attitude towards school in hostel. Not only will it attempt to answer the question whether the hostel students perceive the link between school performance and friendship indeed but also whether this link affects their own motivation. In other words, 

Do the friends of hostel students influence the students’ attitude towards school work and academic achievements to a greater extent than the friends of day school students?

In order to answer this question, the following sub questions should be answered first:
1.) Is there a difference between the general attitude towards school and schoolwork of hostel and day school pupils? 
2.) Do hostel/day school pupils identify other hostel/day school pupils as their closest friends? 
3.) Do these self identified peer groups share the same attitude towards schoolwork and marks? 
4.) To what extent do hostel- and day school students perceive to be influenced by their friends in general?
5.) To what extent do hostel- and day school students associate school and friendship? 
6.) To what extent do hostel- and day school pupils perceive their own (attitude to) marks to be influenced by their friends? 
7.) Does the context, being this particular school with this particular hostel, provide any explanations for the answers to questions 1-6? 
The answers to those questions will not only have implications for teachers and hostel staff but also for the school management. Not only will it give insight in the degree to which peer influence can be used to motivate (individual) students, at the same time it may have implications for the strictness of the admission requirements for hostels: provided that hostel students influence each other to such a big extent indeed, it might be desirable to correct or even remove students who are likely to have a negative influence on their peers in time. 



